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Dear Art, 

  

At your request, I met with you at the Lee municipal building complex last Thursday afternoon to 

observe and review the buildings structurally. This review included only visual observations as 

most of the structures are hidden by finish materials. Within this small complex there are five 

buildings. Each building will be discussed separately as follows. 

 

Town Hall 

 

The town hall is a 2-story wood framed building with brick veneer exterior walls that originally was 

an old school house built in the mid 1840’s. The second story is within the attic. A wood framed 

addition was added to the back end of the building in 1968. Exterior views of the building are 

shown in Photo #1 and #5. 

There was concern by the town about the condition of the first-floor framing, which can be 

observed in the crawl space. This space is extremely tight and shallow; however, I was able to 

observe some of the framing via a small access panel in the floor on the west side. Upon 

observation, it became very obvious that a substantial amount of shoring work had been done in this 

space. First, the exterior sills appear to have rotted some time ago, as well as the ends of the timber 

joists that mortise into them. Along the west wall a steel I-beam had been installed on its side, 

blocked with wood on both sides, and supported by pressure treated (PT) dunnage and concrete 

blocks spaced quite closely together. See Photo #2. This is providing good support for the floor  
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